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THE SCANDAL OF LONG-TERM CARE UNDER LABOUR



A survey of the number of people forced to sell their home to pay for nursing or residential care.�Introduction



In April 2001, Liberal Democrat Shadow Minister for Older People, Paul Burstow, sent out questionnaires to 104 Social Services departments in England to establish how many people were forced to sell their homes in order to pay for residential and nursing care.�



The last time any figures were calculated was in 1995�. The previous survey found that approximately 40,000 homes were sold every year to pay for care. 



Before the last election Tony Blair said:



“The Tories have betrayed Britain’s pensioners.  They have forced thousands of pensioners to sell their homes to pay for long-term care… Enough is enough.  Pensioners deserve better than that.” �



This is the first survey for six years to try and ascertain the number of elderly people who have been forced to sell their homes to pay for residential and nursing care.  Its findings are clear - rather than getting better the problem has grown worse under Labour.  Over the past year approximately 70,000 elderly people have been forced to sell their home – potentially more than a quarter of a million since Labour came to power. 





Current situation:



Out of the UK population of 59.5 million people, 18% are over pensionable age: 8,990,000 in England, 921,000 in Scotland, 584,000 in Wales, and 258,000 in Northern Ireland. �



4% of people between 65 and 69 live in a sheltered accommodation; 20% of people aged 85 or over lives in sheltered accommodation. �



If a person who is in residential or nursing home care stays until their assets fall below £18,500� then their home will have a ‘charge’ placed on it.  When the elderly person dies, in order for the Council to recoup the costs of care the family is obliged to sell the home.  Once the home is sold the council can then recoup the costs of paying for the care that was received in a residential or nursing home.

�Around 1% of people between 65 and over live in a long-stay hospital or care home; 21% of people aged to 85 or over live in this kind of accommodation. ��



Results



·	70,000 forced to sell their homes



The results were received on or by the 26th April 2001 with 66 councils out of 104 replying giving a response rate of 64%.



Out of the 66 councils who replied, 38 had figures on how many homes have been put up for sale over the last financial year. Twenty-two councils had no figures while 6 councils wrote to say they did not have the resources to carry out the survey.



Of those 38 councils that did provide the information there were a total of 14,041 residential and nursing home places. 2,267 of these people were known by the local authority to have sold their home to meet residential or nursing home costs.



This means 16%, or 1 in 6 families had to sell their home to meet care costs before the value of their savings fell below the capital threshold for means tested support.



Using updated figures of the numbers of residential and nursing care places for 2000/2001 by Laing and Buisson , the number of people forced to sell their home countrywide can be accurately estimated.



Projecting the findings of the survey that 16% of people had to sell their property to meet their residential or nursing home cost then approximately 70,370 people would be in this position countrywide in 2001, 55% more than in 1995.



·	Variations in treatment across the country



The survey also asked ‘what level of assessment do you undertake when a client is vulnerable and self-funding but has no significant other or advocate?’.  The results showed wide discrepancies between Social Services departments across the country in the information that they provide to vulnerable older people.



Forty-six councils (76%) said they undertook a full assessment of the needs of vulnerable adults, with only 12 offering an advocacy service (20%). This leaves many people without an independent assessment and denies clients the possibility of an impartial appraisal.



·	Labour proposals – unfair and unworkable



q	The NHS Plan discriminates against older people with chronic and long-term illness, by continuing to means test them for their own care.  The Plan does not follow through its commitment to ensure that older people are not penalised for their ill health.



q	Even the Government’s own National Plan recognises that charging for NHS care is wrong because it is inequitable and inefficient.  It says that charges ‘increase the proportion of funding from the unhealthy, old and poor compared with the healthy, young and wealthy’ and ‘discourage the use of necessary services’.  They are also expensive to collect. Yet this is exactly what Labour is proposing for personal care – and indeed for nursing care not provided by a registered nurse. 



q	The Plan says that ‘the fault-line between health and social services has inhibited the development of services shaped around the patient’. The Government has taken steps to overcome this damaging distinction - but then consolidates the fault-line between nursing and personal care.  Liberal Democrats do not believe that this is in reality a meaningful or workable distinction for many of the older people who qualify for personal care today.



q	The definition of nursing care to be provided free in nursing homes is extremely narrow and limited to ‘registered nurse time’ – rather than nursing need or even nursing tasks. Much nursing care of older people in homes is delivered by health care assistants or care workers and would not be covered as the Plan now stands.



q	The Plan fails to do away with some of the current perverse incentives which encourage local authorities to steer older people towards residential care, and it may well introduce new ones.





Conclusion



The Royal Commission on Long Term Care, set up by Labour, recommended that the costs of personal care should be met by the state.  The Westminster Government ignored this key finding, though Liberal Democrats in Scotland are using their influence in the Scottish Executive to implement it.  Liberal Democrats will make personal care free for all throughout the UK.
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CONSERVATIVES SPLIT ON LONG-TERM CARE FOR THE ELDERLY





The Conservatives’ Manifesto for Pensioners rejects free personal care for the elderly.   But contrasting statements on long-term care show that the Conservatives are clearly split on free personal care and do not understand the difference between nursing, personal care and accommodation costs. 





Conservative proposal to match Labour funding on free nursing care: 

“They have also promised to seek to change the way residential care costs are met in an effort to address the problem of elderly people having to sell their homes to pay those bills. Dr Fox suggested that people who make their own, private provision to pay for £25,000 to £30,000 of residential care costs would be indemnified by the state if their stay in residential care proved to be longer and more expensive than the average. If the fund was not ultimately required - currently only one person in four requires long term care - it would be inherited by the next generation.”  (Source, PA 4/5/01)





Conservative National Manifesto:

“We will consider how people who have made prudent provision in advance for the cost of long-term care can be protected from having their assets taken by the state if their actual care costs are more than could reasonably be foreseen.”





Conservative Manifesto for Pensioners

“We strongly believe it is unfair that people who have worked hard and saved during their lives should find their assets seized by the state to meet the costs of long-term care, while others who have been less thrifty find that all their costs are met in full. We aim to ensure that responsible and thrifty people who have made reasonable provision in advance for the cost of long-term care are protected from a greedy state mounting raids on their assets. For those who are unable to make such provision, we will continue the current policy of ensuring care is universally available. We are also pledged to give free nursing care to the elderly.”





Conservative Scottish Manifesto

“Our proposed funding of the NHS matches Labour’s plans and includes a commitment that all nursing care will be free at the point of use.  But we need to go further to get to the source of the problem.  The Sutherland Commission on long-term care of the elderly recommended that defined personal care should also be provided by the NHS, not just on the grounds of fairness but because it would enable the financial services industry to develop new products to cover the areas which remain the responsibility of the individual.  We would implement these proposals in Scotland within a clearly defined timetable, which would help to end the care lottery.”





Mary Scanlon MSP, Scots Tory Health Spokesperson:

"Labour [in the Scottish Executive] has intentionally fudged this issue [free personal care for the elderly]. They have kicked the decision over free personal care well into the long grass until after the general election so they can deliver their own agenda after all. They have cruelly deceived the people of Scotland.”  (Source, Press release 21st May)

� Social Services Questionnaire: 

·	How many residential and nursing placements were you funding at the end of 2000/1? 

·	What is the population of over 65s in your area?

·	How many individuals are you aware of that had to sell a property to finance their residential/nursing care within your local authority, prior to becoming your responsibility?

·	What level of assessment do you undertake when a client is vulnerable and self-funding but has no significant other or advocate?

� Source for 40,000 homes: Professor Chris Hamnett, University of London, 1995

� Speech to a Pensioners Rally, Millfield Theatre, Edmonton, London, 19 April 1997.

� Age Concern

� Age concern

� From April 9th 2001

� Age Concern
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